
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Blue Streak Ensemble 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Engaging Cleveland's Thoughts about our Lake Erie through the Music/drama, Voice of 

the Lake 

Your Project Summary: Blue Streak will premiere internationally known Cleveland composer, Margaret 

Brouwer’s Voice of the Lake, with lyrics by published Cleveland poet, David Adams, performed by fine 

professional Cleveland singers and instrumentalists including members of the Cleveland Orchestra, 

CityMusic Cleveland Chamber Orchestra, Cleveland Chamber Music Society and Cleveland Pops Orchestra  

as well as amateur singers in the Cleveland Orchestra Youth Chorus and Children’s Choir. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The project shows great public benefit by utilizing the arts to shine a light on a 

social/environmental issue for the surrounding community.  It provides additional value and cultural 

vibrancy by incorporating poetry and engaging choral groups/vocalists that represent youth, amateurs 

and professionals. The organization will use audience feedback to assess public interest and effectiveness 

as the project progresses. The budget was clear, although the project does comprise a very large majority 

of the organization's total annual budget. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project fulfills the funding criteria. There is clear public benefit, in particular with how 

the organization uses the knowledge of its community to drive the work -- finding a way to bring attention 

to the environment through music. There is clear artistic vibrancy, demonstrated by the high quality of 

professional artists engaged in the work, including the composer. The expense budget is clearly laid out 

and the plans for it are thorough, lending good credibility to organizational capacity. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Huge public benefit. Not being from Cleveland, I assume Lake Erie is a big part of life on 

Northeast Ohio. Calling attention to the importance of that water source, and of the environment, is not 

only a wonderful way to marry art and community, but an important national conversation right now 

(Flint Michigan, global warming, etc.). Kudos to the composer for taking a leap with her music, and to all 

the partners for understanding the importance of this work. The audience was too undefined, I wish the 

applicant had dug a little deeper into who they expected to show up to the workshops and performances. 

Artistic and cultural vibrancy is clearly high, and I love the measured process by which the team will receive 

feedback from audiences before fully presenting the piece. The budget is also clearly presented. Thank 

you for detailing all the income and expenses, and letting me know what has been received and what 

income is pending. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The project met the funding criteria and showed a clear understanding of their community and 

how they intend to engage them. I appreciated the inclusion of measuring perception shifts and felt that 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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strengthened the evidence of organizational capacity. However, it would have been stronger had they 

been able to convey more clearly "what" perception they are trying to shift or change, if any. The project 

will clearly contribute to a lively and energetic community. ACV is strong as evidenced by the artists and 

plans for the artistic components of this project. The budget was clear and detailed giving context and 

insight into how the organization structured its project. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application somewhat fits the funding criteria, because it is unclear who the 'public' is to 

apply the criteria of public benefit.  The audience is defined very broadly as 'the entire Cuyahoga County' 

(although it is a good point that involving the choir and children's choir will attract their families and 

friends), but it seems the 'public' benefiting the most may be the artists themselves.  It seems daunting to 

ascertain if there is increased interest in Lake Erie from concertgoers, but the artists are clearly benefiting 

by being employed (the largest budget line item is artist fees, although the composer is not compensated) 

and having an outlet for artistic expression.  Clearly there are highly qualified artists which demonstrates 

artistic and cultural vibrancy.  The proposal and budget are clear demonstrating organizational capacity 

(however ticket sales of $2000 with an audience of 650 calculates to ~$3 per ticket, which seems 

confusingly low). 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, Blue Streak Ensemble's Voice of the Lake performance project meets the criteria. The 

performance seeks to engage the public in not only an exciting musical experience, but uses Lake Erie as 

its muse. This feels very relevant, unique, and creates additional public benefit compared to other 

performances who might not be telling such a story of place. Blue Streak Ensemble's relationship with 

diverse artists, including a children's choir, further broadens the artistic appeal and possible community 

connections. The organization could set a more measurable goal and speak more to how they use 

knowledge of their community in their decision making, and how they plan to remain responsive and fresh 

in future years. Their financials make sense and they seem organizationally capable of completing the 

project. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


